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a missile attack on January 24, 2015, in 
Mariupol, Ukraine, that indiscriminately 
targeted civilians, resulting in the death of 
at least 30 people and injuring many more; 

Whereas intelligence assessments have 
concluded Vladimir Putin and his regime 
have destroyed the rule of law in the Russian 
Federation and engaged in countless crimes 
against humanity, including ordering the 
poisoning of Alexi Navalny, the poisoning of 
Sergei and Yulia Skripal, and the false im-
prisonment and torture ultimately leading 
to the death of Sergei Magnitsky; 

Whereas armed forces of the Russian Fed-
eration, under the leadership of President 
Vladimir Putin and the Security Council of 
the Russian Federation, initiated an 
unprovoked war against Ukraine based on 
false security claims and threats in February 
2022; 

Whereas President Vladimir Putin has al-
legedly committed war crimes in his reckless 
quest to decimate Ukraine and the people of 
Ukraine, including civilians, children, and 
women; 

Whereas the people of the Russian Federa-
tion are suffering economic hardship from 
global sanctions as a direct result of Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s erratic, illogical, and 
irrational actions; 

Whereas the United States Government 
seeks the most productive relationship pos-
sible with the people of the Russian Federa-
tion for the sake of their own liberty and 
prosperity; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
should use its voice, vote, and influence to 
pursue war crimes allegations against Vladi-
mir Putin and his military commanders in 
international institutions of which it is a 
member and encourage other allies and part-
ners to do the same: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the economic relationship between the 
United States and the Russian Federation 
should be considered to return to the level of 
that relationship before the invasion of 
Ukraine by the Russian Federation that 
began on February 24, 2022, only when— 

(A) the Armed Forces of the Russian Fed-
eration and proxies of such forces withdraw 
from all territory of Ukraine such forces or 
proxies have occupied since February 24, 
2022, and that withdrawal is verified by a su-
pervision mission of the United Nations in 
Ukraine; 

(B) the Government of the Russian Federa-
tion has ceased engaging in cyberattacks and 
disseminating anti-Ukraine, pro-Russian 
Federation propaganda and has committed 
to not engaging in such attacks or dissemi-
nating such propaganda in the future; and 

(C) a free and fair election is held in the 
Russian Federation, as determined by the 
Secretary of State; 

(2) as soon as possible after the date of 
agreement to this resolution— 

(A) the President should direct the United 
States Representative to the United Nations 
to use the voice, vote, and influence of the 
United States to immediately promote the 
establishment of an international justice 
mechanism for alleged war crimes and other 
alleged crimes of the Russian Federation 
against Ukraine and to prosecute the per-
petrators of such crimes committed during 
the period of conflict in Ukraine; 

(B) in the event that the United Nations is 
unable or unwilling to establish a mecha-
nism described in subparagraph (A), the 
President should convoke and convene the 
world’s democracies for the purposes of es-
tablishing a regional or international justice 
mechanism for crimes described in that sub-
paragraph; 

(C) in working with other countries to es-
tablish such a regional or international jus-

tice mechanism, the United States should as-
sist all partners in that effort to develop ju-
dicial procedures that enable the fair and 
open prosecution of persons accused of perpe-
trating such crimes; 

(D) the United States should encourage, 
support, and collect any and all information 
that can be supplied to a justice mechanism 
described in subparagraph (A) or (B) for use 
as evidence to support the indictment and 
trial of any persons accused of crimes de-
scribed in subparagraph (A), including the 
crime of aggression in Ukraine, as an imme-
diate priority; and 

(E) the United States should urge all other 
interested countries to apprehend and de-
liver into the custody of a justice mechanism 
described in subparagraph (A) or (B) persons 
indicted for crimes described in subpara-
graph (A) and urge all interested countries 
to provide any and all data and information 
pertaining to such crimes to that mecha-
nism; and 

(3) when the economic relationship be-
tween the United States and the Russian 
Federation returns to the level of that rela-
tionship before the invasion of Ukraine by 
the Russian Federation, as described in para-
graph (1)— 

(A) the President should organize and lead 
a presidential summit on Eastern European 
peace and security with the head of the suc-
cessor government of the Russian Federa-
tion, which should include topics such as 
arms control and existing international fora 
such as the Collective Security Treaty Orga-
nization, the European Union, the Organiza-
tion for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope, the Minsk Group, and the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization; 

(B) the Secretary of State should— 
(i) begin a formal, consultative process 

with the United Nations Secretary General 
and all member countries of the United Na-
tions to reimagine the United Nations Secu-
rity Council; and 

(ii) initiate talks with all Western allies 
regarding the reconstruction of Ukraine and 
humanitarian support to those affected by 
the war waged by President Vladimir Putin; 

(C) the Senate should establish a special, 
interdisciplinary commission to make rec-
ommendations for the reimagination of a 
post-war, long-term collective security 
strategy for Europe, which includes consider-
ation of the security concerns of Ukraine, 
the Russian Federation, and other non-trea-
ty partners; and 

(D) the United States Government should 
call on the successor government of the Rus-
sian Federation to release all political pris-
oners held under the authority of the Rus-
sian Federation. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I have 
one request for committees to meet 
during today’s session of the Senate. 
They have the approval of the Majority 
and Minority Leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Monday, March 28, 
2022, at 3 p.m., to conduct an executive 
business meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio. 

UKRAINE 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I 

come to the floor, again today, to 
stand in solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine. This is the seventh week in a 
row I have come out here to talk about 
the atrocities being committed by Rus-
sia and what more the United States 
and this Congress can do to support 
Ukraine in its fight for survival. 

It has now been more than a month 
since Russia’s assault on our ally 
Ukraine, an independent sovereign de-
mocracy, a democracy that just wants 
to live in peace. 

Earlier today, Russia continued its 
cowardly and brutal bombing attacks 
on civilian targets in Ukraine. Some 
civilians, like those trapped in and sur-
rounding Mariupol, are dying due to a 
lack of access to water and food. 

Russia continues its assault on hu-
manitarian corridors which are de-
signed to allow safe passage for civil-
ians fleeing the conflict and for life-
saving humanitarian aid to come in to 
those who can’t get out. 

You may recall the theater in 
Mariupol, where people were taking 
refuge in the basement and using it as 
a bomb shelter. The words ‘‘children’’ 
in Russian were emblazed with huge 
letters clear enough to see from the 
sky so that it would not be a target, 
but it was. 

We just learned Friday that roughly 
300 Ukrainian civilians were killed in 
that basement when the theater was 
hit by Russian bombs about a week 
ago—mostly women and children. 

Vladimir Putin’s war has resulted in 
death and destruction not seen in Eu-
rope since World War II. Thousands of 
civilians have been killed. Roughly, 10 
million people have been displaced 
from their homes, and 3.6 million refu-
gees, almost all women and children 
and the elderly, have fled the country 
they love, while men have stayed be-
hind to fight the invaders. 

In my recent visit to the Polish- 
Ukrainian border with three col-
leagues, I talked to dozens of refugees. 
Through their tears, they spoke of 
their apartments or houses that were 
destroyed. They spoke about their 
friends or family members who were in-
jured or even killed. They talked about 
the pain of being separated from their 
husbands or fathers or brothers who 
had stayed behind to fight, not know-
ing their fate. 

They pleaded for us to do more—to 
stop the missiles, stop the bombs, and 
they all said they wanted to return to 
their homeland as soon as they pos-
sibly could. 

President Biden is just back from the 
region where he, too, met with refu-
gees, and I am glad he went. He was 
clearly moved by what he saw and 
heard. I thought his speech in Poland 
Saturday was a powerful indictment of 
Russia’s invasion and a strong state-
ment of support for Ukraine, as well as 
a reminder that this battle in Ukraine 
is about the larger issue of freedom and 
democracy versus tyranny and 
authoritarianism. 
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